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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent 6,744,461 to Wada et al. 

With regard to claim 1 , Wada discloses a surveillance camera apparatus 
comprises an image signal transmission apparatus transmitting an image signal and an 
image signal reception apparatus receiving an image signal from said image signal 
transmission apparatus (column 5, lines 42-60 and column 7, lines 24-29), 

wherein said image signal transmission apparatus comprises an image pick-up 
unit for picking-up an object (Fig. 1 1 , element 44); 

a position input unit for specifying a predetermined range from an output signal 
from said image pick-up unit (column 7, lines 1-23 and column 8, lines 8-30); and 
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an image signal output unit for outputting position information obtained from said 
position input unit superimposed on said image signal obtained from said image pick-up 
unit (column 8, lines 31-41), and 

said image signal reception apparatus comprises a position information detector 
for detecting position information from an image signal to which said position 
information transmitted from said image signal transmission apparatus is added (column 
8, lines 42-61); 

a recorder for recording said image signal (Fig. 1 1 , element 46); and 
a controller for selecting any one of said image signal and a signal masking a 
predetermined range of said image signal based on said position information from said 
position information detector and for recording it into said recorder (column 10, lines 5-9 
and 25-34). 

As best interpreted from the specification, the claims recite a surveillance camera 
that has the ability to mask certain portions of the recorded image frames. The patent 
to Wada discloses this practice explicitly. 

With regard to claim 2, Wada discloses a surveillance camera apparatus 
according to claim 1 , wherein said position information obtained from said position input 
unit is superimposed on a vertical blanking period of said image signal obtained from 
said imaging unit (column 10, lines 5-9 and 25-34). Wada discloses coordinates of the 
masking superimposed on the image. 
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With regard to claim 3, Wada discloses a surveillance camera apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said image signal reception apparatus further comprises a 
mode selector, and said controller selects at least any one of a mode recording into said 
recorder without masking and a mode recording into said recorder with masking based 
on a selection signal from said mode selector (column 8, lines 8-19). Wada discloses 
allowing user selection of the masking portion interpreted as choosing the mode 
between masking and non-masking. 

With regard to claim 4, Wada discloses a surveillance camera apparatus 
according to claim 3, wherein said controller further comprises a security setting unit, 
and said mode recording into said recorder without masking is set by the control of said 
security setting unit (column 1 1 , lines 21-24 and 37-41). Wada discloses setting the 
masking with a password, which is interpreted as a security setting unit. 

With regard to claim 5, Wada discloses a surveillance camera apparatus 
according to claim 1, wherein said image signal reception apparatus further comprises a 
memory unit for position information for storing position information from said detector 
for position information (column 2, lines 30-36), 

a first selector for selectively outputting any one of said image signal and an 
image signal masking a predetermined part from said image signal based on said 
position information (column 2, lines 38-48), and 
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a second selector for recording an image signal selected by said selector into 
said recorder to selectively output any one of an output image signal from said recorder 
and an image signal masking a predetermined part from said output image signal based 
on said position information (column 2, lines 59-67 and column 3, lines 4-12). 

With regard to claim 6, Wada discloses an image signal transmission apparatus 
comprising: an image pick-up unit for picking-up an object (Fig. 11); 

a position input unit for specifying an image picking-up forbiddance range from 
an output signal from said image pick-up unit (column 2, lines 29-48); 

a position information adding unit for superimposing said position information 
obtained from said position input unit on said image signal obtained from said image 
pick-up unit (column 2, lines 38-48); and 

an image signal output unit for outputting said image signal to which said position 
information is added (column 2, lines 59-67). 

As best interpreted from the specification, the claims recite a surveillance camera 
that has the ability to mask certain portions of the recorded image frames. The patent 
to Wada discloses this practice explicitly. 

With regard to claim 7, Wada discloses an image signal transmission apparatus 
according to claim 6, wherein said position information obtained from said position input 
unit is superimposed on a vertical blanking period of said image signal obtained from 
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said image pick-up unit (column 10, lines 5-9 and 25-34). Wada discloses coordinates 
of the masking superimposed on the image. 

With regard to claim 8, Wada discloses an image signal reception apparatus 
comprising: an image signal input unit for inputting an image signal to which position 
information in an image picking-up forbiddance range is added (column 2, lines 29-48); 

a position information detector for detecting position information from said image 
signal; a recorder for recording said image signal; and a controller for selecting any one 
of said image signal (column 2, lines 38-48); and 

a signal masking an image picking-up forbiddance range of said image signal 
based on said position information from said position information detector to record it 
into said recorder (column 2, lines 59-67). 

As best interpreted from the specification, the claims recite a surveillance camera 
that has the ability to mask certain portions of the recorded image frames. The patent 
to Wada discloses this practice explicitly. 

With regard to claim 9, Wada discloses an image signal reception apparatus 
according to claim 8, further comprising a mode selector, and said controller selects at 
least any one of a mode recording into said recorder without masking and a mode 
recording into said recorder with masking based on a selection signal from said mode 
selector (column 8, lines 8-19). Wada discloses allowing user selection of the masking 
portion interpreted as choosing the mode between masking and non-masking. 
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With regard to claim 10, Wada discloses an image signal reception apparatus 
according to claim 9, wherein said controller further comprises a security setting unit, 
and said mode recording into said recorder without masking is set by the control of said 
security setting unit (column 11, lines 21-24 and 37-41). Wada discloses setting the 
masking with a password, which is interpreted as a security setting unit. 

With regard to claim 1 1 , Wada discloses an image signal reception apparatus 
according to claim 8, further comprising: 

a memory unit for position information for storing said position information from 
said detector for said position information (column 2, lines 30-36); 

a first selector for selectively outputting any one of said image signal and an 
image signal masking a predetermined part from said image signal based on said 
position information (column 2, lines 38-48); and 

a second selector for recording an image signal selected by said selector into 
said recorder to selectively output any one of an output image signal from said recorder 
and an image signal masking a predetermined part from said output image signal based 
on said position information (column 2, lines 59-67 and column 3, lines 4-12). 
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Contact Information 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wes Tucker whose telephone number is 571-272-7427. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Wes Tucker 
3-14-07 




